Room for You

New Hampshire ToDo

As you drive up the entrance road
leading to the Manor on Golden
Pond, you get a sense of rising up.
And you are.
The Manor sits atop Shepard Hill, one of
the highest points surrounding Squam Lake,
with spectacular views of the pristine area
made famous when the movie, On Golden
Pond, was filmed here 30 years ago.
But the Manor on Golden Pond is also a
high point among New Hampshire lodging
establishments for the recognition it has won
from numerous prestigious organizations.
It’s listed among the Small Luxury Hotels
of the World and the Select Registry of
Distinguished Inns of North America. It’s
been named among “Best of New England”
by Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report and
won a Four-Diamond Award from AAA.
And it’s also among the Romance & History
Distinctive Inns of New England, with
special designation for its dining facilities.
In short, this is a place that combines luxury
hotel services and modern amenities with
the charms of a country bed & breakfast.
The atmosphere is tranquil and calming. (No
children or pets are allowed.) The feeling is
that you’ve entered a peaceful place where
your soul and body can relax among the
natural beautiful surroundings.
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As with any historic inn, the Manor has a
colorful romantic background. In the early
20th century, English gentleman Isaac Van
Horn made a significant fortune selling real
estate in Florida–and, about the same time,
won the heart of a beautiful
debutante named Madeline.
In 1903, the couple
traveled to New England
where they were charmed
by the Squam Lake area.
Van Horn had long held
a dream of building a
mansion on the top of
a hill, similar to the old
English manor homes he’d
seen growing up, and the
property on Shepard Hill,
with its remarkable vistas
of the pastoral countryside
and its majestic pine trees,
captured him.
The Van Horns soon began
bringing in the finest
artisans and craftsmen
from around the world to
build their breathtaking
new home.
But the joy ended all too
soon when Madeline died
prematurely. Brokenhearted Isaac Van Horn

Art, like morality, consists of drawing the line somewhere -G. K. Chesterton

could not bear living in the house on his
own. He later remarried an urban socialite
who had no love for the rural surroundings
of New Hampshire, and the house
was sold.

A series of owners took over the property,
most using it as a residence and nearly all
maintaining the original grace and charm
of the old building. In the 1940s, Harold
Fowler, famed Life magazine photographer
and editor, turned it into a kind of retreat for
professional and amateur photographers.
In the 1950s, the facility first became an
inn–and it has continued to operate in that
role under various owners and names since
then. Mary Ellen Shields, who with her
husband Brian Shields, serves as the current
innkeeper, credits the previous owners with
generally maintaining the original building
in good condition; renovations and additions
have mainly kept the Old English Manor
style of the original house.
Just entering the inn is a special experience.
Drive up to the main entrance and pull open
the hearty old wooden door. Inside, the
common area looks more like a homey living
room than a lobby: large, comfortable chairs
and couches … bookshelves lined with tomes
as well as all kinds of contemporary and old
board and other games … elegant table lamps
and other furnishings.
Brian, Mary Ellen, or one of the inns’
accommodating staff members will
greet you. Then you’ll get a quick tour
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of the most important parts of the
facility: the activities area, where
information about local activities
and events are available. (A clay
tennis court, outdoor swimming
pool, and croquet are available in
season; there’s also a three-room
spa.) The other first-floor common
room is where English tea is served
daily, from 4 to 5 p.m., complete
with traditional tea sandwiches like
cucumber and cream cheese. Coffee
is available upon request.
Then, on to your room. On the way,
you’ll notice the spotlessly clean and
polished wooden hall floors as well as
the dark brown wood wainscoting and
clear white walls.
Enter your room and the sense of
elegance only increases. Ours was the
Savoy Court, one of the inn’s many
“fireplace” rooms. The warmth of the
lush carpeting and tasteful wallpaper
… the real working fireplace, ready for
lighting … the pure-white claw-foot large
soaking tub … the comfortable king-sized
bed with luxurious coverings ... the small
cozy couch at the foot of the bed. They all
made a strong, inviting first impression.
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Later, we saw several other rooms. All
were equally elegant and appointed with
wonderful amenities like cathedral ceilings,
small refrigerators, and Toile wallpaper.
We took a walk around the grounds, and then
returned for a brief nap in our peaceful room.
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Then we made our way downstairs
to the Van Horn Dining Room for a
fabulous four-course dinner. (If we’d
had evening plans, we could have eaten
at M Bistro, which has a smaller menu
but uses the same kitchen under the
supervision of Chef Peter Sheedy; both
dining areas are open to the public.)
The dining room, which once served as
the Van Horn’s billiard room, is a quiet,
candle-lit white-tablecloth area with few
tables. Our four-course meal consisted of
a surprisingly yummy carrot and ginger
soup appetizer, an impossibly delicious
green salad (unlike any we’d ever tasted
before), fabulous herb-crusted sole filet
made with lobster and parish mushrooms,
and a flan style grape-nut pudding that
was totally unique–fabulously creamy
and flavorful with a ring of delicious jam
around the edges.
When we retired to our room several hours
later, it only seemed right to ignore the
TV and the laptop, and spend the evening
reading books and magazines on our
comfortable bed.

Need to Know ToDo

When we awoke refreshed hours later, the
only sound we heard was the pleasant gurgling
of a small fountain outside our window.
The Manor on Golden Pond may be the
only lodging facility of its kind in New
Hampshire. It’s a small luxury resort that is

Name: The Manor on Golden Pond
Address: State Route 3 (off Shepard Hill Road), Holderness
Phone: (603) 968-3348, or (800) 545-2141
Website: www.manorongoldenpond.com
Rates and Accommodation: Twenty-five luxurious rooms, most
done in Old English Manor style befitting the original structure,
built as a private residence in the early 20th century. Most rooms
have wood-burning fireplaces. All offer stunning views of the rural
countryside, many with private decks allowing a clear view of Squam
Lake. Some rooms also have Jacuzzis and steam showers for two,
and all guestrooms have air conditioning, free Wi-Fi service and a
Keurig coffee-making machine (with teas, sugar, etc.). Butler service
is available for unpacking. Full gourmet breakfast is available in the
main building; room service Continental breakfast is available at no
extra charge. English afternoon tea is served from 4 to5 p.m. Two inhouse restaurants (The Van Horn Dining Room and M Bistro) serve
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restfully set in beautiful surroundings with a
staff that is unusually accommodating. It’s
an experience that should not be missed.
ToDo

Four-Diamond dinners complemented by a Wine Spectator wine list;
the Three Cocks Pub is also in the main building. Also on site are a
spa, an outdoor clay tennis court, croquet and horseshoe facilities,
and a large heated pool. Large, comfortable accommodating common
areas are reminiscent of a wonderful old home. The minimum age of
age of guests is 12; pet accommodations are not available on site.
Summer/fall rates range from $265 to $490, depending on the room
size and style; Winter/spring rates are between $220 and $420.
Open year-round with the exception of the week before Christmas
and a tow-and-a-half-week period in April; call for details.
Area Highlights: Holderness is a small rural town with some
wonderful opportunities for activities. Depending on the season,
one can take a boat tour of Squam Lake or enjoy trails and exhibits
in the Squam Lakes Natural Science Center and in other areas of
town; hiking to Rattlesnake Mountain is considered a must-do. The
cozy town library has Wi-Fi and is considered one of the best in
the state. Local shopping is limited. However, the Red Barn Shop
has an eclectic collection of dishes, candles, wines, cream/
ointments, foods, clothing, gifts, etc., and the Veggie Art Girl,
which sells handmade consignment gifts, jewelry, handbags,
hula-hoops, and vintage clothing is a must-see. For more
variety, downtown Plymouth and the quaint art studios and
antiques shops of Center Sandwich are not far away.
Dining: Besides the two highly-rated restaurants at the Manor,
Walter’s Basin, a local favorite, sits right over the waters of
Squam Lake. The Holderness Country Store, which was
named the “Best Place to get a Picnic Lunch in New England”
by Yankee magazine last year, has wonderful foods to go.
NHToDo told you about their delicious line of Nutty Granola
last month. (They even feature some gift items in the store!)
Merrill’s Golden Pond Country Store is a step above most
convenience stores with a tasty variety of goodies, from pizza
and groceries to fresh fruits and veggies while the nearby
Squam Lake Inn serves a delicious breakfasts and dinners,
but you’ll need check for seasonal hours and menu selections.

You will not find poetry anywhere unless you bring some of it with you -Joseph Joubert

